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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Aviation Administration
Washington, D.C.

Subject: ATRPIANE FLIGHT MANUALS (AFM), APPROVED MANUAL MATERIALS,
" MARKINGS, AND PLACARDS - AIRPIANES

\. PURPOSE. This advisory circular calls attention to the regulatory

requirements JOVer ni ng ATRPLANE FLI GHT MANUALS, APPROVED MANUAL MATERIALS,

MARKI NGS, and PLACARDS, and provides informtion useful to pilots in

compl yi ngwi th t hese requirements.

2. ClAlNcgrLLATION. Advisory Circul ar 60-6A, dated February 9,1976,is
cancelTed.

3 RELATEDPUBLICATIONS, Givil Air Regulations (CAR) 3, 04, 4a, 4b;
Federal Aviation Regulations (FAR) Parts 21, 23, 25, 61, 91, 121; and
Advi sory Circul ar Nurbers 61-9A, Pi | ot Transition Courses for Conpl ex
Singl e--Engine and Li ght, Twin-Engine Ai rpl anes; 61-544, Fl i ght Test
Quide (Part 61revised)--Private Pilot Arplane; 61-55A, Comercial
Pilot Airplane Flight Test Quide; and 61-57A, Multiengine Al rpl ane
Class and Type Ratings, Flight Test Guide.

4. RACKGROUND.

a. The type certification requirements ef fective at the tinme an
airplane is originally certificated usually govern the operating
limtations of that airplane, unless a supplementary type certificate has
been issued, the original type certificate has been revised, or changes
have been effected by specific amendments to the FAR

b. Accident investigations, pilot flight tests, and the observation
of flight operations have indicated that many pilots are not always aware
of the requirements which apply to a particular airplane. As a result,
same ai rplanes have been operated beyond their approved operating |imta-
tions and wi thout the required combination of placards, markings, flight.
maruals Or approved manualmaterials, In sane instances, this has
occurred after a change in ownership, if the previous owner renoved the
ARM, or was engaged in air carrier operations that properly authorized the

i ncorporation of required operating data in a conpany operations manual.
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5. INFORMATION.

a.  Section 91.310f the FAR in part, provides that an airplane nust
be operated in conpliance with the operating limtations as set forth in
t he Al RPLANE FLI GHT MANUAL, APPROVED MANUAL MATERIALS, MARKI NGS, and
PLACARDS for the particular airplane type. This section of the FAR al so
provides that these docunents, or any required conbination, nust be
current and available in the airplane during operation

b AFMs are required for 211 airplanes certificated in the transport
category.  No provision exists for approval of an AFM for airplanes type
certificated in the normal or acrobatic categories under CAR 04 or 4a.

c. AFMs are also required for airplanes type certificated under
CAR 3and FAR Part 23 at gross weights over 6,000pounds, however, all
aircraft that were manufactured after March I, 1979, nust have an AFM.
The required information for airplanes, type certificated at gross weights
of 6,000pounds or under, which are not required to have an AFM, may be
furnished in an airplane flight manual or in any conbination of approved
manual material, markings, and pl acards.

d AFMs may be required for certain other airplane types which have
been issued supplenmentary type certificates changing the original type
certification requirenents. Notable exanples are numerous DC-3s which
have been approved for operations in the transport category under a
suppl enental type certificate

e. Section 21.5 of the FAR provides that for each airplane that
was not type certificated with an AFM and that has had no tlight prior
to March 1, 1979,the hol der of the TYpe Certificate (including a
SupPIenEntal Type Certificate or the licensee of a Type Certificate)
shal | make available to the owner at the time of delivery of the airplane
a current approved AFM. The AFM nust contain operating limtations and
information required to be furnished in an AFM or manual material
markings, and placards, by the applicable regulations under which the
airplane was certificated. The maxi num anbient atnmospheric tenperature
for which engine cooling was denonstrated nust be in the AFM perfornance
section, if not required to be in the operating limtations section

£. Seedific placards and nmarkings are prescribed by airworthiness
standards in addition to required AFMs or approved nanual materials.

g. Supnlemental operating and performance information which has not
been specifically or formally approved by the FAA is usually provided by
the marufacturer for a particular type airplane. This information
generally is in the formof an "Owner's Handbook," an "Owner's Manual ," or
as supplemental pages in an AFM.
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h. The FAArecommends appropriate use of such unapproved infor-
mation When furnished by a manufacturer, but only to the extent that
such information does not conflict with the performance or operating
limtations of any FAA-approved markings placards, airplane flight
maruals, or Type Certificate Data Sheet specification.

i. The principal source of information for identifying required
ATRPIANE FLIGHT MANUALS, APPROVED MANUAL MATERTALS, MARKINGS, and
PLACARDS is the FAA sze Certificate Data Sheet or Aircraft Specifi-
cation issued for each airplane eligible for an airworthiness certifi-
cate. ‘This information may be obtalned fromFAA General Aviation
District Ofices (GADOs), Flight Standards District Ofices (FSDOs),
FAA-approved aircraft repair stations, and certificated mechanics
hol di ng I nspection Authorizations. Some other aircraft repair
fsﬁcilities al S0 maintain a reference library of Type Certificate Data

eets.

60 RECOMMENDATTONS.

a. Prior to operating a civil airplane, pilots nmust assure that
there is available in that airplane either a current AFM or approved
manual materials, if required, along with necessary markings and
placards, |f you have any uncertainty about specific requirements
for a given airplane, clear upthat uncertainty through one of the
above sources before you fly.

b Flight instructors shoul d emphasize civil aircraft operating
limté& ons and marking requirements as a part of student pilot training
in the general operating rules of Part 91, and hel p each student become
famliar with the information available to themin the Type Certificate
Data Sheets or Aigcraft Specifications.

Acting Dire¢tor of Flight Operations
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